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REVIEWS FOR OUR 2016 CURRENT RELEASES 

 

2013 CHARDONNAY, SONOMA COAST 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 90 pts 

The 2013 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast) is a gorgeous introduction to the vintage at Ramey. Lemon curd, white flowers, 
mint and lightly honeyed notes open up in an expressive, beautifully textured Chardonnay to drink now and over the 
next decade. Martinelli's Charles Ranch and Platt are the main fruit sources. 

The Corkscrewer Report | Johannes Marlena & Ryan Koczara | November 2015 | 91 pts 
Lean mouthfeel, bright acidity, flintiness, tight grip, and striking power from a strong backbone. Wonderful focus and 
balance. The fruit comes on the finish: Granny Smith apple, pear, mandarin orange. The chilly winds and thick fog of 
the high-elevation Sonoma Coast region bring great character to the fruit of the wine. Who says California doesn’t have 
great terroir? A village Chardonnay for the aficionado enthusiast. 

2013 CHARDONNAY, RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 91 pts 

The 2013 Chardonnay (Russian River Valley) is another terrific entry-level Chardonnay from David Ramey. Here it is 
the wine's richness and creaminess that really stand out. Honey, apricot pit, mint, butter and dried flowers blossom are 
some of the signatures. This is a real overachiever in its class.  

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016| 90 pts 
The 2013 Chardonnay Russian River is a relatively large cuvée of between 12,000 and 15,000 cases. It offers up loads of 
baking spices, orange marmalade, white peach and honeysuckle. It is medium to full-bodied, pure, and at the same 
time, combines power and elegance. This should be drunk in its first several years of life.   

2012 CHARDONNAY, PLATT VINEYARD, SONOMA COAST 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 93 pts 

The 2012 Chardonnay Platt Vineyard wraps around the palate with gorgeous texture and pure resonance. Inviting and 
layered from start to finish, the Platt impresses for its balance and overall harmony. The flavors are bright, energetic 
and focused throughout. Lemon peel, white flowers and white pepper all add lift on the expressive finish. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | December 2014 | 92+ pts 
From the coolest site, the 2012 Chardonnay Platt Vineyard (1,260 cases) possesses a Chablis-like personality of quince, 
white currants, lemon oil and orange blossom notes, a wet stony minerality, medium body and crisp acids. It should 
drink nicely for 5-6 years, possibly longer.  

Wine Enthusiast | Virginie Boone | April 2015 | 95 pts 
Not many producers get fruit from this magical vineyard, sought after for being cool, coastal and meticulously farmed. 
This wine speaks to all that, offering sublime Meyer lemon, pear and golden honey around a balanced soul and wild 
ginger-infused intensity. Editors’ Choice. 
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2012 CHARDONNAY, RITCHIE VINEYARD, RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 94+ pts 

The 2012 Chardonnay Ritchie Vineyard is the most opulent and also the most nuanced of these wines. Almonds, 
matchstick, hazelnuts, tangerine peel, savory herbs and mint are all super-expressive in the glass. Hints of tropical fruit 
develop in the glass, adding to the wine's sense of exoticism as the flavors build to a finish imbued with a Chassagne-
like oiliness and sense of viscosity. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | December 2014 | 93 pts 
The 2012 Chardonnay Ritchie Vineyard (1,350 cases) exhibits more honeysuckle and green apple skin characteristics in 
a rich, exuberant, crisp, mineral style with a medium to full-bodied mouthfeel, a lovely texture and a long finish. Drink 
now-2018. 

Wine Enthusiast | Virginie Boone | July 2015 | 97 pts | #7 of their “Top 100 Wines of 2015” 
This wine is deliciously elegant and yet decadently rich in all the right ways, from a prime longtime vineyard source 
planted to vines over 40 years old.  Honeyed apple comes to the fore amid lush, formidable layers of complexity and 
high-minded pursuit, never getting bogged down, the minerality perfectly pitched and the oak fully integrated. 
Editor's Choice 

2013 CHARDONNAY, WOOLSEY ROAD VINEYARD, RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 94 pts 

The 2013 Chardonnay Woolsey Road Vineyard is one of the most expressive and complete wines in David Ramey's 
range. Apricot, peach, smoke, crushed rocks and dried herbs all blossom in the glass. The Woolsey captures a gorgeous 
stylistic middle ground that balances richness with nuance. The 2013 finishes with great texture that points to a brilliant 
future. Woolsey Road was planted by the Martinelli family for David Ramey from clonal material taken from Platt. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 92 pts 
The single-vineyard wines include the 2013 Chardonnay Woolsey Road Vineyard, which offers up plenty of tangerine 
oil, apple blossom, white citrus and wet pebbles in a medium to full-bodied, light, attractive, clean style. Drink now-
2020.  

2013 CHARDONNAY, HYDE VINEYARD, NAPA-CARNEROS 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 95 pts 

The 2013 Chardonnay Hyde Vineyard is one of the richest, most powerful Chardonnays in the range. Here it is the 
wine's phenolic and sense of vertical structure that stand out most. Even with all of its obvious richness and heft, the 
Hyde preserves remarkable freshness. Dried herbs, orange peel and buttery notes add nuance on the large-scaled, 
ample finish.  

Wine Spectator | James Laube | June 2016 | 93 pts 
A classy example of sleek, Burgundian Chardonnay, this is trim, with lively acidity and a zesty offering of tangerine, 
citrus, tart white peach and subtle oak. Charming now but built to age, this will likely be better by 2017. Sails along on 
the finish. Drink now through 2021. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 91 pts 
Lastly, the 2013 Chardonnay Hyde Vineyard displays plenty of wet, gravelly minerals, medium body and terrific 
acidity, with notes of apple blossom, citrus, honeysuckle and white peach. This is one of the Chardonnays that ages 
well, and a 2005 served at the same tasting was still holding onto life. 

 

2014 PINOT NOIR, RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 88-90 pts 

The 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River) is an attractive, mid-weight wine, especially within the context of the Russian 
River, where the wines can be much more exuberant. Bright red cherry, game and spice notes open up in this very 
pretty, delineated Pinot from David Ramey. There is plenty to look forward to. Vineyard sites are: Westside Farms, 
Bucher and Keller. 
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2014 CLARET, NAPA VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 89 

The 2013 Claret is a very pretty, soft, Cabernet Sauvignon-based wine to drink now and over the next few years. Sweet 
red berry, tobacco, spice and anise are some of the signatures. This is an especially approachable Napa Valley Bordeaux 
blend long on class. There aren't too many values in Napa Valley these days. This is one of them.  

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 88 pts 
The 2013 Claret, which is usually a 5,000 to 6,000-case cuvée, is a blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot and the 
rest Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. This boasts loads of Christmas fruitcake, cedar wood, baking spices, and 
black and red currants in a delicious, soft, juicy style. It is exactly what it should be and even holds the promise of aging 
for 7-8 years.  

2013 CABERNET SAUVIGNON, NAPA VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2016 | 92 pts 

Another delicious wine, the 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon is a terrific example of the year. Creamy and beautifully layered 
on the palate, the 2013 captures all of the pedigree of this great vintage in a style that offers a bit more immediacy than 
many other wines. Best of all, the Cabernet Sauvignon is a remarkable value. Bright red stone fruit, mint, white flowers 
and tobacco add nuance on the silky yet powerful finish. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 90 pts 
Ramey’s 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa is a denser style of wine with an opaque purple color, notes of licorice, 
graphite, a touch of barrique and plenty of blackcurrants in a medium to full-bodied style with relatively supple 
tannins. It should drink well for 10-15 years. 

2012 CABERNET SAUVIGNON, ANNUM, NAPA VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 94 pts 

The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Annum is deep, powerful and expressive, yet also has plenty of near and medium-term 
appeal. Iron, smoke and a host of ferrous notes wrap around a core of dark fruit, with gorgeous aromatic overtones 
from the inclusion of 24% Cabernet Franc. Wild flowers, pomegranate and floral/savory notes add tons of nuance on 
the bright, punchy finish. This is a fabulous, super-distinctive wine from David Ramey. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | December 2014 | 96 pts 
From a vineyard in the Oakville Corridor, just below Dalla Valle. It boasts an opaque purple color as well as copious 
aromas of licorice, smoked meats, camphor, graphite and oodles of crème de cassis and coffee beans. Full-bodied with 
sweet tannin and a dramatic, ostentatious personality, it should drink well for 15-20 years. 

2012 CABERNET SAUVIGNON, PEDREGAL VINEYARD, OAKVILLE 
The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | December 2014 | 97+ pts 

As usual, the 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Pedregal Vineyard is a great wine. This sexy, full-throttle, opaque purple-
colored 2012 boasts fabulous concentration along with copious notes of pen ink, blueberries, blackberries, and hints of 
graphite and espresso bean. Deep, full-bodied and multidimensional, this sensational Cabernet should drink well for 
20-25 years. 

Wine Spectator | James Laube| August 2015 | 95 pts & Hot Wine Pick 
This wine features a deep, exotic streak of melted black licorice amid layers of blackberry and wild berry, supported by 
firm, finegrained tannins and hints of espresso and graphite. Most impressive on the long, sustained finish that keeps 
repeating the core flavor themes. Drink now through 2028. From California. 

Wine Enthusiast | Virginie Boone | July 2015 | 95 pts  
The producer’s highest-end bottling, this is tightly wound in fine-grained tannins with complex, diverse undertones of 
chocolate mocha, cherry-vanilla, black tea and garrigue. Layered and balanced, it sends gentle waves of black currant 
and cassis to the palate, a floral element lurking behind the proceedings. This well-made wine will cellar nicely, 
through 2032. 
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2014 SYRAH, SONOMA COAST 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 89-91 pts 

The 2014 Syrah (Sonoma Coast) is dense, powerful and bursting at the seams with explosive energy. Dried flowers, 
tobacco, mint, dried cherries, smoke and licorice are all given an extra kick of intensity from the early-ripening vintage.  

2013 SYRAH, COLE CREEK VINEYARD, RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 92-95 pts 

The 2013 Syrah Cole Creek Vineyard once again shows the strength of this vintage. Varietal aromatics meld into a core 
of dark blue and purple fruit in a rich, voluptuous wine that emphasizes volume and texture. Hints of lavender, sage, 
mint, cloves and blueberry jam flow through to the super-expressive finish. There is a lot to look forward to. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 92 pts 
David Ramey has always done a terrific job with Syrah and it seems to me that a lot of his efforts with this varietal are 
rarely noticed. All of his Syrahs are co-fermented with 3% to 5% Viognier, which gives uplift and extra dimension to the 
aromatics. Usually 20% to 25% whole clusters/stems are used during the fermentation and all are aged in 100% new 
French oak.  
 

Even richer than the 2013 Syrah from Sonoma Coast is the 2013 Syrah Cole Creek, which has an opaque purple color 
and notes of forest floor, lavender, violets, blackberry and cassis. It is dark and rich with an almost honeyed style, no 
doubt from the co-fermentation of Viognier. Drink now-2024.  

2013 SYRAH, RODGERS CREEK VINEYARD, SONOMA COAST 
Vinous | Antonio Galloni | February 2015 | 93-95 pts 

Ramey's 2013 Syrah Rodgers Creek Vineyard is shaping up to be a jewel of a wine. Here the flavors and textures are 
finely sketched, with gorgeous vibrancy, tension and energy. Graphite, pencil shavings, smoke, blackberry jam and 
lavender notes add complexity on the chiseled finish. 

The Wine Advocate | Robert M. Parker Jr. | March 2016 | 91+ pts 
David Ramey has always done a terrific job with Syrah and it seems to me that a lot of his efforts with this varietal are 
rarely noticed. All of his Syrahs are co-fermented with 3% to 5% Viognier, which gives uplift and extra dimension to the 
aromatics. Usually 20% to 25% whole clusters/stems are used during the fermentation and all are aged in 100% new 
French oak.  
 

Rich, full and layered, the most backward of the three wines, and probably needing several more years of bottle age is 
the 2013 Syrah Rodgers Creek. This wine shows more structure, tannin and bacon fat along with cassis and floral notes. 
It is full-bodied, structured, masculine, and somewhat resembles a Côte Rôtie from the Côte Brune. Once it hits 
maturity in several years, it should drink nicely for at least 10-15.  

 


